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"The writer," according to Emerson, "believes all that can be thought can be written...In
his eyes a man is the faculty of reporting, and the universe is the possibility of being
reported.” And what writer worth his name, E. L. Doctorow asks, will not seriously,
however furtively, take on the universe? Human consciousness, personal history,
American literature, religion, and politics--these are the far-flung coordinates of the
universe that Doctorow reports here, a universe that uniquely and brilliantly reflects
our contemporary scene.
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