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This brilliant collection aims to tell the story of classical literature: how it developed,
flourished, and changed throughout the a%es. The individual essays, which constitute
the main body of the book, give for each of the fifty authors a substantial introduction
to the author's life, works, and cultural and social positions. The essays collectively
create an overall sense of the main periods of the flowering classical culture, and of the
significance of historical events which affected it.
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