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"[T]he most informative, most nearly definitive, most judicious word on this major,
modern writer."—Scott Elledge "[M]easured, and brave in its imaginative
interpretations.”"—Carolyn Hellbrun, The New York Times Book Review This "original,
intuitive, and even exciting" ( The New Yorker ) portrait highlights the experiences that
shaped Virginia Woolf's life and art—her childhood, her relationships with her father
and sister, her marriage, and her descents into madness.
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This prize-winning biography, newly revised, sees \/ir%ima Woolf as she saw herself. The
first to set out the private life behind the well-known facts of her public career, A
Writer's Life rocks back and forth between memories and art to reveal an explorer of
'the infinite oddity of the human position'. Instead of the doom-and-death often
imposed on women of genius, here is the robust walker and seeker for what was fertile
in her intimacies, in women's nature, and in resistance to power. This edition brings
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out herideas for bio%raphy itself: to fall on a life 'like a roll of heavy waters...laying bare
the pebbles on the shore of the soul'.
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