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Taking us from Afghanistan in the final days of the monarchy to the present, The Kite
Runner is the unforgettable, beautifully told story of the friendship between two boys
growing up in Kabul. Raised in the same household and sharing the same wet nurse,
Amir and Hassan nonetheless grow up in different worlds: Amiris the son of a
prominent and wealthy man, while Hassan , the son of Amir's father's servant, is a
Hazara, member of a shunned ethnic minority. Their intertwined lives, and their fates,
reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them. When the Soviets invade and
Amir and his father flee the country for a new life in California, Amir thinks that he has
escaped his past. And yet he cannot leave the memory of Hassan behind him. The Kite
Runner is a novel about friendship, betrayal, and the price of loyalty. It is about the
bonds between fathers and sons, and the power of their lies. Written against a history
that has not been told in fiction before, The Kite Runner describes the rich culture and
beauty of a land in the process of being destroyed. But with the devastation, Khaled
Hosselni also gives us hope: through the novel's faith in the power of reading and
storytelling, and in the possibilities he shows for redemption.

Amazon.com

In his debut novel, The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini accomplishes what very few
contemporary novelists are able to do. He manages to provide an educational and
eye-opening account of a country's political turmoil--in this case, Afghanistan--while
also developing characters whose heartbreaking struggles and emotional triumphs
resonate with readers long after the last page has been turned over. And he does this
on his first try.

The Kite Runner follows the story of Amir, the privileged son of a wealthy businessman
in Kabul, and Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant. As children in the relatively
stable Afghanistan of the early 1970s, the boys are inseparable. They spend idyllic days
runnmgkkites and telling stories of mystical places and powerful warriors until an
unspeakable event changes the nature of their relationship forever, and eventually



cements their bond in ways neither boy could have ever predicted. Even after Amir and
his father flee to America, Amir remains haunted by his cowardly actions and disloyalty.
In part, it is these demons and the sometimes impossible quest for forgiveness that
bring him back to his war-torn native land after it comes under Taliban rule. ("...]
wondered if that was how forgiveness budded, not with the fanfare of epiphany, but
with pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping away unannounced in the
middle of the night.")

Some of the plot's turns and twists may be somewhat implausible, but Hosseini has
created characters that seem so real that one almost forgets that The Kite Runner s a
novel and not a memoir. At a time when Afghanistan has been thrust into the forefront
of America's collective consciousness ("people sipping lattes at Starbucks were talking
about the battle for Kunduz"), Hosseini offers an honest, sometimes tragic, sometimes
funny, but always heartfelt view of a fascinating land. Perhaps the only true flaw in this
extraordinary novel is that it ends all too soon.

--Gisele Toueg
Amazon.ca

The Kite Runner of Khaled Hosseini's deeply moving fiction debutis an illiterate Afghan
boy with an uncanny instinct for predicting exactly where a downed kite will land.
Growing up in the city of Kabul in the early 1970s, Hassan was narrator Amir's closest
friend even though the loyal 11-year-old with "a face like a Chinese doll" was the son of
Amir's father's servant and a member of Afghanistan's despised Hazara minority. Butin
1975, on the day of Kabul's annual kite-fighting tournament, something unspeakable
happened between the two boys.

Narrated by Amir, a 40-year-old novelist living in California, The Kite Runner tells the
gripping story of a boyhood friendshiP destroyed by jealousy, fear, and the kind of
ruthless evil that transcends mere politics. Running parallel to this personal narrative
of loss and redemption is the story of modern Afghanistan and of Amir's equally
guilt-ridden relationship with the war-torn city of his birth. The first Afghan novel to be
written in English, The Kite Runner begins in the final days of King Zahir Shah's 40-year
reign and traces the country's fall from a secluded oasis to a tank-strewn battlefield
controlled by the Russians and then the tri%ger—happy Taliban. When Amir returns to
Kabul to rescue Hassan's orphaned child, the personal and the political get tangled
togetherin a plot that is as suspenseful as it is taut with feeling.

The son of an Afghan diplomat whose family received political asylum in the United
States in 1980, Hosseini combines the unflinching realism of a war correspondent with
the satisfying emotional pull of master storytellers such as Rohinton Mistry. Like the
kite that is its central image, the story line of this mesmerizmﬁ first novel occasionally
dips and seems almost to dive to the ground. But Hosseini ultimately keeps everything

airborne until his heartrending conclusion in an American picnic park.

—Lisa Alward, Amazon.ca

From Publishers Weekly

Hosseini's stunning debut novel starts as an eloquent Afghan version of the American
immigrant experience in the late 20th century, but betrayal and redemption come to

the forefront when the narrator, a writer, returns to his ravaged homeland to rescue the
son of his childhood friend after the boy's parents are shot during the Taliban takeover



in the mid '90s. Amir, the son of a well-to-do Kabul merchant, is the first-person
narrator, who marries, moves to California and becomes a successful novelist. But he
remains haunted by a childhood incident in which he betrayed the trust of his best
friend, a Hazara boy named Hassan, who receives a brutal beating from some local
bullies. After establishing himself in America, Amir learns that the Taliban have
murdered Hassan and his wife, raising questions about the fate of his son, Sohrab.
Spurred on by childhood guilt, Amir makes the difficult journey to Kabul, only to learn
the boy has been enslaved by a former childhood bully who has become a prominent
Taliban official. The price Amir must pay to recover the bog is just one of several
brilliant, startling plot twists that make this book memorable both as a political
chronicle and a deeply personal tale about how childhood choices affect our adult
lives. The character studies alone would make this a noteworthy debut, from the
portrait of the sensitive, insecure Amir to the multilayered development of his father,
Baba, whose sacrifices and scandalous behavior are fully revealed only when Amir
returns to Afghanistan and learns the true nature of his relationship to Hassan. Add an
incisive, perceptive examination of recent Afghan history and its ramifications in both
America and the Middle East, and the result is a complete work of literature that
succeeds in exploring the culture of a previously obscure nation that has become a
pivot point in the global politics of the new millennium.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-This beautifully written first novel presents a glimpse of life in
Afghanistan before the Russian invasion and introduces richly drawn, memorable
characters. Quiet, intellectual Amir craves the attention of his father, a wealthy Kabul
businessman. Kind and self-confident Hassan is the son of Amir's father's servant. The
motherless boys play together daily, and when Amir wins the annual kite contest,
Hassan offers to track down the opponent's runaway kite as a prize. When he finds it,
the neighborhood bullies trap and rape him, as Amir stands by too terrified to help.
Their lives and their friendship are forever changed, and the memory of his cowardice
haunts Amir as he grows into manhood. Hassan and his father return to the village of
their ancestors, and later Amir and his father flee to Los Angeles to avoid politica
persecution. Amir attends college, marries, and fulfills his dream of becoming a writer.
When Amir receives word of his former friend's death under the Taliban, he returns to
Kabul to learn the fate of Hassan's son. This gripping story of personal redemption will
capture readers' interest.

Penny Stevens, Andover College, Portland, ME
From Booklist

Hosseini's debut novel opens in Kabul in the mid-1970s. Amir is the son of a wealthy
man, but his best friend is Hassan, the son of one of his father's servants. His father
encourages the friendshiTp and dotes on Hassan, who worships the ground Amir walks
on. But Amiris envious of Hassan and his own father's apparent affection for the boy.
Amir is not nearly as loyal to Hassan, and one day, when he comes across a group of
local bullies raping Hassan, he does nothing. Shamed by his own inaction, Amir pushes
Hassan away, even %omg so far as to accuse him of stealing. Eventually, Hassan and his
father are forced to leave. Years later, Amir, now living in America, receives a visit from
an old family friend who gives him an opportunity to make amends for his treatment of
Hassan. Current events will garner interest for this novel; the quality of Hosseini's
writing and the emotional impact of the story will guarantee its longevity.

Kristine Huntley



From AudioFile

Amir, a rich man's son, grows up in Kabul as playmate and master of Hassan, an ethnic
Hazma,adespsed/ﬁghaniwﬂnoﬂ%ﬁAﬂﬂn\N o tells the story, has ambivalent feelings
about both his father and his ultra-loyal friend as the monarchy falls, the Soviets
invade, and Afghanistan is thrown into turmoil. Westerners who engage this novel will
learn much about Afghani society of the recent past if they can endure the author's
narration. In his inexpert voice, the point of view seems insipid and saccharine. But at
least the exotic words and names are pronounced correctly. Y.R.
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Some guilt can only be atoned by facing it directly, like Amir's. Some wound can only
be healed by time, like Sohrab's. "For you, a thousand times over."

The brief yet idyllic childhood was the best part of the book. it should get some credit
in portraying the social and political landscape of Afghanistan, but the second half of
the book unfolds too dramatically that the whole thing looked contrived.
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