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In the summer of 1983, twenty-year-old Nick Guest moves into an attic room in the
Notting Hill home of the Feddens: conservative Member of Parliament Gerald, his
wealthy wife Rachel, and their two children, Toby-whom Nick had idolized at
Oxford-and Catherine, highly critical of her family's assumptions and ambitions. As the
boom years of the eighties unfold, Nick, an innocent in the world of politics and
money, finds his life altered by the rising fortunes of this glamorous family. His two
vividly contrasting love affairs, one with a young black clerk and one with a Lebanese
millionaire, dramatize the dangers and rewards of his own private pursuit of beauty, a
pursuit as compelling to Nick as the desire for power and riches among his friends.
Richly textured, emotionally charged, disarmingly comic, this U.K. bestseller is a major
work by one of our finest writers.
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Alan Hollinghurst is an English novelist, and winner of the 2004 Booker Prize for The
Line of Beauty.
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He read English at Magdalen College, Oxford graduating in 1975; and subsequently
took the further degree of Master of Literature (1979). While at Oxford he shared a
house with Andrew Motion, and was awarded the Newdigate Prize for poetry in 1974,
the year before Motion.

In the late 1970s he became a lecturer at Magdalen, and then at Somerville College and
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. In 1981 he moved on to lecture at University College
London. In 1997, he went on an Asia book tour in Singapore.

In 1981 he joined The Times Literary Supplement and was the paper's deputy editor
from 1982 to 1995.

He lives in London.
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‘It is to be observed, that straight lines vary only in length, and therefore are least
ornamental. That curved lines as they can be varied in their degrees of curvature as
well as in their lengths, begin on that account to be ornamental. That straight and...
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