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Oscar Wilde's madcap farce about mistaken identities, secret engagements, and lovers
entanglements still delights readers more than a century after its 1895 Eublication and
premiere performance. The rapid-fire wit and eccentric characters of The Importance
of Being Earnest have made it a mainstay of the high school curriculum for decades.

Cecily Cardew and Gwendolen Fairfax are both in love with the same mythical suitor.
Jack Worthing has wooed Gwendolen as Ernest while Algernon has also posed as
Ernest to win the heart of Jack's ward, Cecily. When all four arrive at Jack's country
home on the same weekend the "rivals" to fight for Ernest's undivided attention and
the "Ernests" to claim their beloveds pandemonium breaks loose. Only a senile
nursemaid and an old, discarded hand-bag can save the day!

This Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Edition includes a glossary and reader's
notes to help the modern reader appreciate Wilde's wry wit and elaborate plot twists.
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Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was an Irish playwright, poet, and author of
numerous short stories, and one novel. Known for his biting wit, and a plentitude of
aphorisms, he became one of the most successful playwrights of the late Victorian era
in London, and one of the greatest celebrities of his day. Several of his plays continue
to be widely performed, especially The Importance of Being Earnest.

As the result of a widely covered series of trials, Wilde suffered a dramatic downfall and
was imﬁrisoned for two years hard labour after being convicted of "gross indecency"

with other men. After Wilde was released from prison he set sail for Dieppe by the night
ferry. He never returned to Ireland or Britain, and died in poverty.
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Very entertaining. Wilde's use of witty epigrams and repartee is superb. While with an
unserious intent, he satires the hypocrisy of Victorian English aristocracy. A very
enjoyable read.



C%ne has a right to Bunbury anywhere one chooses. Every serious Bunburyist knows
tnat.
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The balance of the piece is astounding. Characters developing, setting construction
and plot unfolding, all of which present the perfect juxtapositions of two ends of
everything: affluence and scarcity, wittiness and dullness, embrace and hostility, and of
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[Spoilers Alert] Jack Worthing - used as an instrument to represent the upperclass
ideals of duty and responsibility. However lives a double life in the city as Ernest to
escape from his duties, which reveals the hypocrisy of upperclass Victorians. Alger...

As a treasure in literature, this play has enduring attraction. It s a topic of interest
among critics. As far as this play is concerned, sociological perspective is efficient, for
there are many coincidences between the author s life and the characters’ ...
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