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Written over the course of twenty-one years and published in 1966, Wide Sargasso Sea,
based on Charlotte Bronté” s Jane Eyre, takes place in Jamaica and Dominica in
1839-45. Textual notes illuminate the novel” s historical background, regional
references, and the non-translated Creole and French phrases necessary to full
understand this powerful story. Backgrounds includes a wealth of material on the
novel” slongevolution, it connections to Jane Eyre, and Rhys” s biographical
impressions of growing up in Dominica. Criticism introduces readers to the critical
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debates inspired by the novel with a Derek Walcott poem and eleven essays.

Jean Rhys 's reputation was made upon the publication of this passionate and
heartbreaking novel, in which she brings into the light one of fiction's most mysterious
characters: the madwoman in the attic from Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre. A sensual
and protected young woman, Antoinette Cosway grovvs upin the lush natural world of
the Caribbean. She is sold intomarriage to the coldhearted and prideful Rochester,
who succumbsto his need for money and his lust. Yet he will make her pay forher
ancestors' sins of slaveholdmé excessive drinking, and nihilistic despair by enslaving
her as a prisonerin his bleak n%lish home. In this best-selling novel Rhys portrays a
society so driven by hatred, so skewed in its sexual relations, that it can literally drive a
woman out of her mind.
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Jean Rhys, original name Ella Gwendolen Rees Williams, (born August 24, 1890,
Roseau, Dominica, Windward Islands, West Indies—died May 14, 1979, Exeter, Devon,
England), West Indian novelist who earned acclaim for her early works set in the
bohemian world of Europe in the 1920s and” 30s but who stopped writing for nearly
three decades, until she wrote a successful novel set in the West Indies. ean Rhys has
long been central to debates in feminist, modernist, Caribbean, British and
postcolonial writing. Elaine Savory's study, which incorporates and modifies previous
critical approaches, is a critical reading of Rhys's entire oeuvre, including the stories
and autobiography, and is informed by Rhys's own manuscripts. Designed both for the
serious scholar on Rhys and those unfamiliar with her writing, Savory's book insists on
the importance of a Caribbean-centred approach to Rhys, and shows how this context
profoundly affects her literary style. Informed by contemporary arguments on race,
gender, class and nationality, Savory explores Rhys's stylistic innovations - her use of
colours, her exploitation of the trope of performance, her experiments with creative
non-fiction and her incorporation of the metaphysical into her texts. This study offers a
comprehensive account of the life and work of this most complex and enigmatic of
writers.
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The author succeeded in creating a mad and eerie atmosphere throughout the novel,
but, nevertheless | personally feel like that this novel lacks in artistry.
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BZ A%, Seealso Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar's The Madwoman in the Attic:
The Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination, 1979.
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| should have given a 5 but due to the horrible translation 1presented honestly | hate
Jane EEv)re forits both realistic and fantasy. But IT IS these features that also presented
in this book attracts me. | read it about three years ago so | don't really...
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