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The years since World War Il have seen rapid shifts in the relative positions of different
countries and regions. Leading political economist Mancur Olson offers a new and
compelling theory to explain these shifts in fortune and then tests his theory against
evidence from many periods of history and many parts of the world.

“[T]his elegant, readable book. . . sets out to explain why economies succumb to the

‘British disease,” the kind of stagnation and demoralization that is now sweeping
Furope and North America. . .. A convincing book that could make a big difference in
the way we think about modern economic problems.” —Peter Passell, The New York
Times Book Review

“Schumpeter and Keynes would have hailed the insights Olson gives into the
sicknesses of the modern mixed economy.” —Paul A. Samuelson, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology

“One of the really important books in social science of the past half-century.” —Scott
Gordon, The Canadian Journal of Economics

“The thesis of this brilliant book is that the longer a society en] %5 political stability,
the more likely it is to develop powerful special-interest lobbies that in turn make it less
efficient economically.” —Charles Peters, The Washington Monthly

“Remarkable. The fundamental ideas are simple, yet they provide insight into a wide
array of social and historical issues. ... The Rise and Decline of Nations promises to be
a subject of productive interdisciplinary argument for years to come.” —Robert O.
Keohane, Journal of Economic Literature

“I'urgently recommend it to all economists and to a great many
non-economists.” —Gordon Tullock, Public Choice

“Olson’ stheory isilluminating and there is no doubt that The Rise and Decline of
Nations will exert much influence on ideas and politics for many decades to
come.” —Pierre Lemieux, Reason

Co-winner of the 1983 American Political Science Association” s Gladys M. Kammerer
Award for the best book on U.S. national policy

TEENE:

Mancur Lloyd Olson, Jr. (pronounced /meesr/; January 22, 1932-February 19,
1998) was a leading American economist and social scientist who, at the time of his
death, worked at the University of Maryland, College Park. Among other areas, he made
contributions to institutional economics on the role of private property, taxation,

ublic goods, collective action and contract rights in economic development. Olson
ocused on the logical basis of interest group membership and participation. The
reigning political theories of his day granted groups an almost primordial status. Some
appealed to a natural human instinct for herding, others ascribed the formation of
groups that are rooted in kinship to the process of modernization. Olson offered a
radically different account of the logical basis of organized collective action.

In his first book, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups,



he theorized that “only a separate and ‘selective’” incentive will stimulate a rational
individual in a latent group to actin a %roup—oriented way” ;thatis, only a benefit
reserved strictly for group members will motivate one to join and contribute to the
group. This means that individuals will act collectively to provide private goods, but
not to provide public goods.

In 1982, he expanded the scope of his earlier work in an attempt to explain The Rise
and Decline of Nations. The idea is that small distributional coalitions tend to form
over time in countries. Groups like cotton-farmers, steel-producers, and labor unions
will have the incentives to form lobby groups and influence policies in their favor.
These policies will tend to be protectionist and anti-technology, and will therefore hurt
economic growth; but since the benefits of these policies are selective incentives
concentrated amongst the few coalitions members, while the costs are diffused
throughout the whole population, the "Logic" dictates that there will be little public
resistance to them. Hence as time goes on, and these distributional coalitions
accumulate in greater and greater numbers, the nation burdened by them will fall into
economic decline. Olson's idea is cited as an influence behind the Calmfors-Driffill
hypothesis of collective bargaining.

In his final book, Power and Prosperity, Olson distinguished between the economic
effects of different types of government, in particular, tyranny, anarchy and democracy.
Olson argued that a "roving bandit" (under anarchy) has an incentive only to steal an
destroy, whilst a "stationary bandit" (a tyrant) has an incentive to encourage a degree
of economic success, since he will expect to be in power long enough to take a share of
it. The stationary bandit thereby takes on the primordial function of government -
Erotection of his citizens and property against roving bandits. Olson saw in the move
rom roving bandits to stationary bandits the seeds of civilization, paving the way for
democracy, which improves incentives for good government by more closely aligning
it with the wishes of the population

H=x:

The Rise and Decline of Nations F#&ipEREE1

economics

BOA


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

3}

AIRFx
PoliticalEconomy
2555

politics

AME K TE [F)(F
f@fﬂ %7%;,

%ﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬂ@l@ﬁﬁﬂfﬁzulﬂﬂEU%T/Eo SRR 3 e
jbﬁl/]lﬁ@@ﬁ?ﬁ;# HEAASTEER ZIKEXQI/MZ]KE/]
B RN T AN EME 212, RIBA. 522 7 AN
EY—QPL?FDEBELE%%K DHERARE, BERERTEEIN N

[ ANZMNE D F SR M B EATIT) LU IR RIS RA)
\SC Ao R EILU IS N EM N NS AENE 5 F P " E

%159@7@#15, yaliiss %'J%.%Mﬁﬁﬂj}ﬁ% EE&ETLE\H}%E%

EX%WL@%BTE’J%E%@\ %Eﬁlﬁﬁ?ﬁ\ Eibi@@f%@iﬁ%%& %EHH%@%}AZ?Q
L BRI mEEH]!

[EH]
>

E/ e PWH
)
N I
i
il
e
Sl
]

<

~.
~

>
=

=
AT

m%mm

+r

— IR mERHRZEIE, LUINFERNBRBIEY. Olsonxydistributional

coahUonM&encompassmg

orgmzatlonEUEjj, SR1TEIREEE, 28 EROIEM, ESR TE?E/%TE ZF —

SXiToppPERE, ETFEEARIL, Hﬁ@imﬁ@ BERIE B2 R ENEHAE RS

ARRCRENH T, MARERA. HmFKESEDUHNT A HEE, SHBEEMKIL

SIRMEBFISEN, MIESEERERIA “SH HNEELE, Jon2 D MOFE

LI X, BAARESHSRRITH R ER. BAE, BMERESF T4t EHN

MmEH], BB —L AMERY, RIPFFENGIE?

chaFter?a implications. once continued stability and accumulate more distributional
coalitions, adverse influence on the eco growth.



ABRICIE— R BEASEIHANNPRELERNNE, WEHLER@MEEY ME
\E%%ﬁﬁ%%,ﬁ%W@%%WﬁoY%Tzﬁﬁm%%ﬂ s R (BN TI=) =
ALV TR, MEBIF GBI HIBOS (A H 2 DU R X A = m B P
KR, E|SL b, EEMNIRN T —HF 1FIL 7

The Rise and Decline of Nations F#EipEREE1

SELi;

» SltEEE LRI KN RE, ERIAN FHLEENER %
W}l&%wb EE:H%E]iﬁTMMBeaMdedme& \ ) R
nations, FMER, EEENPFIEQERN (EFCLERE) Ml s ARSI
RZERLEA (ERABLE) » FEBNS, BHEMoILL.,

TR é%%

BURFRIE = AEEZ/EThe Logic of Collective Action,The Rise and Decline of
Nations#lPower and

Prosperﬁyﬁﬁ?¥ﬁ<, ol Z o/ D ERsR I B IR B BIEIC R BE R RN B2 8 2B R AP 2
ﬁﬁ@é%%ﬁ$©%% EFHGE A ERERY A TR/ BHEEIL, AT
—FFIa1F I

AR RN RIRTH? ——E/R (E5GERE) A8
013F3[IE, t_RerEAA—RAWRER, Eome@ailsnt, BT
SR BEMA T KK, BAILOR R, BiBRA N E R MR SR
B DIFERMEDRIEEAEE LM R AT, © .


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

TEPTEREFTBEREF LN, ABNA—AE, BE TESHKEHELIIPESH, 1B
@%W$E@ﬁ,%ﬁ?%%—ﬁﬁ%%%%o$ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ,%%ﬁﬂ%ﬂ%
[Ep=
?%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ;%FL%%%@&,W%ﬂE%E%W%%EXE%uﬁﬁW%,%
S EERSEATEE KNS ..

ASCEERE: http://www.aisixiang.com/data/38365.html

NERR:  (EaAF) 200955528 L
HE . ERCREICHEELIEC R ENEME SIS LR EEESWIeH, Tk
AN — MO EK RV TR, FRURRIVIEICT, EREHEE FRAVEERN
KB, THIEZRNTIB...

This book is more than an exegesis of economic concerns in the 1980s. It deals with a
philosophical question of the nature of Western economies: when the market is
perfectly free where everyone in the economy acts in accordance with his or her best
Interest...
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