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Resisting the traditional model of nineteenth-century fiction, Joris-Karl Huysman
produced in 1884 a novel unlike any other of his time. Against Nature is the story of Des
Esseintes, an aesthete who attempts to escape Paris and, along with it, the vulgarity of
modern life. As Des Esseintes hides away in his museum of high taste, Huysman offers
thereaderatreasum/ofcuhuraldeh%?tsarmjantkjpatesrnanyaspecﬁso twentieth
century modernism. Supplemented by notes and a critical introduction, this new
translation is sure to engage today's reader.
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Agamst Nature, vvmtten by JK Huysmans in 1883, is “the most flamboyant expression
what came to be known as  ‘the Decadence’ (McGuinness, p xiii, 2003)” . The

book is about a...
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A Rebours est un roman de Joris-Karl Huysmans, pseudonyme de Charles Marie
Georges, paru a Paris chez Charpentier en 1884 et considére jusqu’ a aujourd” hui la
Bibledel" espritdécadent. « C" estun livre empoisonnél, » ditl” esthetelep...

e, He would be too far out for the tidal wave of Parisian life to reach him, and yet
near enough for the proximity of the capital to strengthen him in his solitude. For, smce
a man has only to know he cannot get to a certain spot to be seized wit...
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