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Larry Darrell is a young American in search of the absolute. The progress of his spiritual
odyssey involves him with some of Maugham's most brilliant characters - his fiancée
Isabel whose choice between love and wealth have lifelong repercussions, and Elliott
Templeton, her uncle, a classic expatriate American snob.Maugham himself wanders in
and out of the story, to observe his characters struggling with their fates.

TEEN4A:

William Somerset Maugham, CH, better known as W. Somerset Maugham, was an
English playwright, novelist, and short story writer. He was among the most popular
writers of his era and reputedly the highest-paid author during the 1930s.
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"'Well, I'm jiggered'’, he said. He fell back dead. He was twenty-two. He was going to
marry a girl in Ireland after the war."
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