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The world-famous masterpiece by Nobel laureate Thomas Mann -- here in a new
translation by Michael Henry Heim Published on the eve of World War |, a decade after
Buddenbmxﬂ@ had established Thomas Mann as a literary celebrity, "Death in
Venice" tells the story of Gustav von Aschenbach, a successful but aging writer who
follows his wanderlust to Venice in search of spiritual fulfillment that inStead leads to
his erotic doom. In the decaying city, besieged by an unnamed epidemic, he becomes
obsessed with an exquisite Polish boy, Tadzio. ' Itusastom/ofthevothtuousnessof
goonw Mann wrote. "But the problem I had especially in mind was that of the artist's
ignity.”
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[£61~F332] "It seemed to him the pale and lovely Summoner out there smiled at him
and beckoned; as though, with the hand he lifted from his hip, he pointed outward as
he hovered on before into an immensity of richest expectation. And, as so often before,
he rose to follow."

EEFENEE VIR XAAFEY, SERES

/

%=iR, KEEMtagd 1%, R, X



Mo BERILALE+T %Lo%%ﬁ%T@,ﬂ@ﬁTﬁﬁA$oﬁ% MIRIZ AL
MBR A, REEFTIRERI ], VT%%%éﬁQﬁE%%ﬂﬂf::E%E bx FAIERR, SAMER IBa—H
ﬁL%W+A@WWTO%@TWEET,kf%@%mgioﬁﬁ HHEIL &8 E
5117 “BURS, BME DA, S ERINRIIE, P AEBECHHEDE, BD
NIEEE B M. &Tmﬁﬁﬁ@m@%,@W@%@T%%zﬁﬁ@%%o%ﬁﬁy
AN, ERE ISR, —0SMEEE, H2EERE, AMIEW—4
%,T%E?ﬁ%%” MmEKL FNRWIIENR, RARE—, MEEREE, At
, BSEANEEE T Ao ﬁﬁruEE%E%T—%LﬂIE,%Mm%@?ﬁ)
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o P FE PR AT .. It starts to build up near the end of the fiction, and ends
so disruptively that one is not fully prepared, yet still it reaches and gives out a piece of
mind, of why there is always something between an elder man and young one. Like
Wilde and Douglas, Verlaine and Rimbaud, etc.

"Love in the Time of Cholera”. | remember seeing from somewhere (Sean Bean as
Tracie in Accused S2) the image of an a%ed man trym%to lease, toward the end that
straw hat was so horrid it makes his smile daunting. The duality of form, refrained
beauty and indifference to passionate enchantment, great man and great artist.
Knowledge is the abyss.
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SEEt RIFBF 2 —: do you believe, my dear, that the one who reaches the
intellectual through the senses can ever achieve human dignity? For we are born with a
drive towards the abyss; intoxicated and unable to elevate ourselves, we are led,
ineluctably, towards horrible transgressions--to love, that is, our lust and ourd|sgrace
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