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John Milton's celebrated epic poem exploring the cosmological, moral and spiritual
origins of man's existence, Paradise Lost has been fully revised with an introduction by
John Leonard in Penguin Classics.
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In Paradise Lost Milton produced poem of epic scale, conjuring up a vast,
awe-inspiring cosmos and ranging across huge tracts of space and time, populated b
a memorable gallery of grotesques. And yet, in putting a charismatic Satan and naked,
innocent Adam and Eve at the centre of this story, he also created an intensely human
tragedy on the Fall of Man.

Written when Milton was in his fifties - blind, bitterly disappointed by the Restoration
and in danger of execution - Paradise Lost's apparent ambivalence towards authority
has led to intense debate about whether it manages to 'justify the ways of God to men’,
or exposes the cruelty of Christianity.

John Leonard's revised edition of Paradise Lost contains full notes, which elucidates
Milton's biblical, classical and historical allusions and discuss his vivid, highly original
use of language and blank verse.

TFENE:

John Milton (1608-1674) spent his early years in scholarly pursuit. In 1649 he took up
the cause for the new Commonwealth, defending the English revolution both in
En%Iish and Latin - and sacrificing his eyesight in the process. He risked his lifeby
publishing The Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth on the eve of
the Restoration (1660). His great poems were published after this political defeat.

John Leonard is a Professor of English at the University of Western Ontario.
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A mind not to be chang'd b{ Place or Time. The mind is its own place, and in it self Can
make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n. //Awake, arise, or be forever fall’ n (Book 1,
line 330) // Norc%rateful Evening mild; nor silent Night With this her solemn bird; nor
walk by moon, Or glittering star-light without thee is sweet. (Book 1V, 652)
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i, LIEEMNM—EIENE “The World was all before them, where to choose -+ They
hand in hand with wandring steps and slow,/Through Eden took thir solitarie way.”
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A blurred pre- and postlapsarian reading of Christian stories (Eden), as well as
embedded political critiques (thru Satan and Eve etc). Personally not my favorite only
b/c too well-versed to read.

What is the difference between God and devil? What is the difference between man



and angel? What is free will, if anything, predicted by God? What is fall, if anything,
begetting us? For me paradlse lost is more than an epic poem, but a myth left by the
greatest English poet ever.
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As one of the most brilliant epic in English literature history, Paradise Lost deals with
the fall of man, which includes Satan and his downfall in both Heaven and Hell. It also
gained Milton his world fame. This thesis is aimed at discussing the reason for...
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Merritt Y. Hughes, The Macmillan Publishing{Company, 1985.p70
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