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Book Description 

Perhaps the best-known American diplomatist of the twentieth century, Henry
Kissinger is a major figure in world history, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and
arguably one of the most brilliant minds ever placed at the service of American foreign
policy, as well as one of the shrewdest, best-informed, and most articulate men ever to
occupy a position of power in Washington.
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The eagerly awaited third and final volume of his memoirs completes a major work of
contemporary history. It is at once an important historical document and a brilliantly
told narrative of almost Shakespearean intensity, full of startling insights, unusual (and
often unsparing) candor, and a sweeping sense of history. Years of Renewal is the
triumphant conclusion of a major achievement and a book that will stand the test of
time as a historical document of the first rank.

Amazon.com 

There is an old joke that Henry Kissinger is so full of himself he once wrote a book
called Famous People Who Have Met Me. That strong sense of self is on full display in
this third volume of memoirs (the other two are White House Years and Years of
Upheaval). Kissinger, a national security advisor and secretary of state in the Nixon and
Ford administrations, is a foreign-policy maestro fond of describing the difficult
subtleties of his job. He is also, at times, generous with his praise--especially with this
whopper: "I am certain the time will come when it is recognized that the Cold War
could not have been won had not Gerald Ford, at a tragic point of America's history,
been there to keep us from losing it." Years of Renewal begins during Nixon's final days,
and provides a few key insights into the man Kissinger calls "perhaps [the] most
complex President of the twentieth century." One eye opener is the revelation that
Nixon ordered the bombing of the Damascus airport in 1969 during a hijacking incident
"to impress his pals." (It was called off the next morning.) The bulk of the book (and
bulk is the right word--there are nearly 1,100 pages of text before the footnotes)
focuses on Ford, who comes across as much more statesmanlike than the popular
image of him as a bungling caretaker. The portraits of contemporary world leaders are
also valuable. Kissinger combines detail and clarity to deliver an important chronicle of
American diplomacy during the 1970s. 

--John Miller

From Publishers Weekly 

Having aspired to be a modern-day Metternich, Kissinger has always placed great value
on subtlety. Indeed, one of his favorite charges against his many political and
bureaucratic adversaries is that they don't understand the nuances of policy, tactics or
strategy. Throughout this final volume of his memoirs (after White House Years and
Years of Upheaval), he takes painsAoften unsubtle painsAto tell readers how subtle he
is. Of the Middle East peace process, he writes: "If foreign policy were as simple as the
study of it in academic seminars, Jordan would have been the logical candidate for the
next step." The implication, of course, is that foreign policy is not so simple, and
Kissinger takes pride in reminding readers that he always kept all the complexities in
mind. And yet Kissinger remains so informative that readers will happily permit him
this indulgence. The book starts with Nixon's resignation and continues through the
two years of the Ford administration. One of the surprises is the high regard in which
Kissinger holds Ford: "I am certain the time will come when it is recognized that the
Cold War could not have been won had not Gerald Ford, at a tragic point of America's
history, been there to keep us from losing it." In his portrait of Nixon, Kissinger adopts
the interpretation that seems to be hardening into conventional wisdomAthat of a
supremely gifted analytical mind tragically undone by paranoia and an existential
discomfort with being alive. Ford, by contrast, emerges from these pages as a man
whose admitted lack of flair is the flip side of an inner confidence that is, perhaps
uniquely among politicians, unimpeded by egotism. As Kissinger explains China policy,
Soviet policy, Middle East diplomacy and various crises (in Cyprus, Angola and
elsewhere), his insight extends not only to explanations of policy but also to accounts



of bureaucratic infighting and turf battlesAas well as to relations between the executive
branch and Congress. His account of how, regarding arms control and d?tente, he and
Ford tried to determine the national interest while being squeezed between a
"McGovernite Congress" and the hard right will give readers a sophisticated political
lesson. Kissinger was a shrewd courtier and ferocious infighter, and he takes a
deadpan delight in showing readers just how adept he was. At the same time, he's
magnanimous toward those with whom he once locked horns, throwing appreciative
bouquets to such former adversaries as Senator Scoop Jackson and William Rogers ("I
am not proud of the way I participated in Nixon's attempts to marginalize the man," he
writes of the man he replaced as Nixon's secretary of state). Even readers predisposed
to see Kissinger as a villain may come away from the book with at least grudging
admiration for him and with a deeperAand, yes, more subtleAunderstanding of the
complexities of foreign policy and its domestic political dimensions. First serial to
Time. 

About Author 

Henry A. Kissinger was the fifty-sixth Secretary of State. Born in Germany, Dr. Kissinger
came to the United States in 1938 and was naturalized a United States citizen in 1943.
He served in the U.S. Army and eventually attended Harvard University, where he
would later become a member of the faculty. Among the awards he has received are
the Nobel Peace Prize, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and the Medal of Liberty. At
present, Dr. Kissinger is Chairman of Kissinger Associates, Inc., an international
consulting firm.
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书评

花了一个月零八天，终于在作者辞世之前，看完了基辛格最后一本回忆录Years of
Renewal。他在回忆录里谈到国会、参议院时很少有正面言辞，里面充斥着党派政治、
各种委员会，动不动就来一个法案，绑住作为行政者的政府的手脚，而且建制的各领袖
言论也经常跟其在政府工作时大相径...  
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