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Pablo Neruda is one of the world's most popular poets, and "The Book of Questions" is
Copper Canyon's all-time best-seller. This updated bilingual edition is entirely
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re-designed and features a new cover, new interior, and an introduction by
translator.In "The Book of Questions," Neruda refuses to be corralled by the rational
mind. Composed of 316 unanswerable questions, these poems integrate the wonder
of a child with the experiences of an adult. By turns Orphic, comic, surreal, and
poignant, Neruda's questions lead the reader beyond reason into realms of intuition
and pure imagination."Tell me, is the rose nakedor is that her only dress?Why do trees
concealthe splendor of their roots?Is there anything in the world sadderthan a train
standing in the rain?"When Neruda died in 1973, "The Book of Questions "was one of
eight unpublished poetry manuscripts that lay on his desk. In it, Neruda achieves a
deeper vulnerability and vision than in his earlier work-and this unique book is a
testament to everything that made Neruda an artist. "Neruda's questions evoke
pictures that make sense on a visual level before the reader can grasp them on a literal
one. The effect is mildly dazzling and] O'Daly's translations achieve a tone that is both
meditative and spontaneous.” -Publishers WeeklyPablo Neruda, born in southern
Chile, led a life charged with poetic and political activity. He was the recipient of the
Nobel Prize in Literature, the International Peace Prize, and served as Chile's
ambassador to several countries, includm%Burma, France, and Argentina. He died in
197311 Tell me, is the rose naked or is that her only dress? Why do trees conceal the
splendor of their roots?Who hears the regrets of the thieving automobile? Is there
anything in the world sadder than a train standing in the rain?xXIV.And what did the
rubies say Standm§ before the juice of pomegranates? Why doesn't Thursday talk itself
idnto coming after Friday? Who shouted with glee when the color blue was born? Why
oe
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No sera nuestra vida un tunel entre dos vagas claridades? O no sera una claridad entre
dos triangulos oscuros?

Neruda achieves a deeper vulnerability and vision than in his earlier work. These

poems integrate the wonder of a child with the experience of an adult. Neruda craves

the clarity rendered from an examined life, he refuses to be corralled by his rational

émnd. Hiéquestions present a reflective surface, in which only one's own face is
iscerned.
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