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"The Assistant," his second novel, and the one many critics consider his best, was
ﬁublished in 1957. Set in the Depression, it tells of a Jewish grocery-store owner and
is Italian assistant, and it, too, is much like a morality play.
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Bernard Malamud, the novelist and short story writer who won two National Book
Awards and the Pulitzer Prize for his chronicles of human struggle, died in 1986 at his
Manhattan apartment when he was 71 years old.

Mr. Malamud's work showed a regard for Jewish tradition and the plight of ordinary
men, and was imbued with the theme of moral wisdom gained through suffering.

Mr. Malamud was considered by many critics to be one of the finest contemporary
American writers.

In his work, Mr. Malamud often combined fantasy and reality to create a world that was
both the same and different from the one we live in.
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