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N. S. Rubashov, an old guard Communist, falls victim to an unnamed government; with
outstanding psycholo%mal insight, Koestler traces his story through arrest,
imprisonment and trail in a classic novel which, when first published, famously drew
attention to the nature of Stalin's regime.
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"our press and our schools cultivate chauvinism, militarism, dogmatism, conformism,
and ignorance.’
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"The vileness and cruelty of class enemies can be overcome by people who are
themselves even more vile and more cruel. Their victory will justify them."
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