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Nuer, a cattle-herding people dwelling in the swamps and savannah of the southern A
nglo-E gyptian Sudan: The Nuer. AD escription of theM odes of Livelihood and Political
Institutions of aN ilotic People was published in 1940 and Kinship and Marriage among
theN uer in 1951. The present volume, Nuer Religion, completes a study of theN uer
which began in 1930. Accounts of religion in writings on theN uer are generally meagre
and superficial. The only detailed treatment is in Father J. P. Crazzolara sZ ur
Gesellschaft und Religion derN ueer (1953), much of which appeared earlier in volume
viii ofF ather W. Schmidt sD er Ursprung der Gottesidee (1949). Those who read his
account will see that it differs in many respects from what I now present, though less
with regard to fact than in emphasis and interpretation. Although Nuer religious ideas
and practices were a part of their way of life which greatly interested me, it was that to
which I was able to give least attention during my short residence of a year inN
uerland. It was necessary to learn their language and to study their manner of
livelihood and their family, kinship, and political activities before giving close attention
to the more difficult problems of their religious thought. These tasks, all the heavier in
the arduous conditions in which they had to be carried out, left me little time to pursue
anything which could be called a systematic inquiry into religious matters. What I
record I witnessed myself or is information given spontaneously during talks about
other and more practical affairs or in comment on some event or experience. Such
observations may, however, be more valuable in a study of religious thought than
those derived from purposive inquiry. This is especially so when a people lack, as theN
uer do, anything which offers easy scope for such an inquiry, for they have nothing
which can prope
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评论

牛和上帝都是努尔人的智识绽放光芒的场域。普里查德在人类学研究中思考哲学和宗教
的基本问题，比形而上学和经验主义都靠谱。
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