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Edith Wharton™ s masterpiece brings to life the grandeur and hypocrisy of a gilded
age. Set among the very rich in 1870s New York, It tells the story of Newland Archer, a
young lawyer engaﬁed to marry virginal socialite May Welland, when he meets her
cousin, Countess Ellen Olenska, a woman unbound by convention and surrounded by
scandal. As all three are drawn into a love triangle filled with sensuality, subtlety, and
betrayal, Archer faces a harrowing choice between happiness and the social code that
has ruled his life. The resulting tale of thwarted love is filled with irony and surprise,
struggle and acceptance. Recipient of the first Pulitzer Prize for fiction ever awarded to
a woman, this great novel Bamts a timeless portrait of “society” still unmatched in
American literature—an arbitrary, capricious social elite that professes inviolable
standards but readily abandons them for greed and desire.
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"But she was trained to conceal imaginary wounds under a Spartan smile."
AEEE IO

Flegant but old-fashioned, | mean the idea. Really pity for those who don't dare to



pursuit their true love and are sunk with the "social code".
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"Their long years together had shown him that it did not so much matter if marriage
was a dull duty, as long as it kept the dignity of a duty: lapsing from that, it became a
mere battle o ugg appetites. Looking about him, he honoured his own past, and

mourned forit." 13E& E 0 ALBR,
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‘Twant somehow get away with you into a world where words like that - categories
like that —won’ texist. Where we shall be simply two human beings who love each
otgwer who are the life to each other, and nothing else will matter.” = ‘Oh, my dear -
whe
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The loss of innocence -—-afterthought of The Age of Innocence When Ellen” s back with
the hope of finding a shelter in her family, the people around her put much pressure on
her despite her beautiful will of settling down after undergoing an unhappy marri...
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