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Timeless in its evocation of idealized family life and robustly enduring, Little Women is
recognized as one of the best-loved classic children's stories of all time. Originally
written as a "girls" story, its appeal transcends the boundaries of time and age, making
it as popular with adults as it is with young readers. For this is a beguiling story of
happiness and hope, of the joys of companionship, domestic harmony and infinite
mother love, all seen through the life of the March family. But which of the four March
sisters to love best? For every reader must have their favorite. Independent, tomboyish
Jo; delicate, loving Beth; pretty, kind Meg, or precocious and beautiful Amy, the baby of
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the family? 

This version of Little Women is augmented with text and illustrations that explain some
of the period social customs, clothes, entertainments, etc. Also included are some bits
of information about Louisa May Alcott's life. This approach seems best suited to
children already familiar with the story; they may find the historical perspective
interesting. First-time readers will most likely be distracted by the margin notes that
pull attention from the narrative. While they can be helpful, as when they illustrate an
unfamiliar piece of clothing, they are often distracting and can even be confusing in
their placement. For instance, a note mentioning the Laurences is placed two pages
before those characters are introduced. This format may also discourage readers from
independent research?a process that can be rewarding in its own right. One other
caveat?as explained in an endnote, Little Women was originally written in two parts,
and this volume only contains part one, which ends with Mr. March's return. Readers
familiar with the more common two-part version may find this title incomplete;
children new to this classic will be better off with any one of the unembellished
versions available.
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