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Lorna J. Gibson is the Matoula S. Salapatas Professor of Materials Science and
Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), where she has been a
faculty member since 1984. Her research interests focus on the mechanics of materials
with a cellular structure such as honeycombs and foams and she is co-author, with
Mike Ashby, of Cellular Solids: Structure and Properties (2nd edition, Cambridge
University Press, 1997).

Michael F. Ashby is Emeritus Professor in the Department of Engineering at the
University of Cambridge, where he has been a faculty member since 1973. He is a

member of the Royal Society, the Royal Academy of En%neermg and the U.S. National
Academy of Engineering. He has authored a number of books on materials, design and
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the environment and he has a lifelong interest in natural and cellular materials.
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