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Lao Zi （c. 580-500 B.C.） and Confucius （551-479 B.C.） havetraditionally been
regarded as the two most celebrated thinkersin the history of Chinese philosophy. The
former is consideredthe founder of Daoism （i.e. Taoism）, and is studied
worldwide,mostly by scholars, whereas the latter, the founderof Confucian-ism, is
venerated by people of all walks of life and all over theworld. As has been observed by
both oriental and occidentalreaders （including Hegel）, the ideas of Lao Zi tend to be
morephilosophical in the pure sense of this term when compared withthose of
Confucius. It is commonly acknowledged that Lao Zi'sphilosophizing underlies the
structure or formation of the overallpsychology of the Chinese people.
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