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This book is the first to present Wordsworth's %reatest poem in all three of its separate
form. It reprints, on facing pages, the version of "The Prelude" was was completed in
1805, together with the much-revised work published after the poet's death in 1850. In
addition the editors include the two-part version of the poem, composed 1798-99.
Fach of these poems has its distinctive qualities and values; to read them together
provides an imcomparable chance to observe a great poet composing and
recomposing, through a long life, his major work.
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RENEEERIF! XATEFRIEE This love more intellectual cannot be Without
imagination, which in truth Is but another name for absoute strength And clearest
insight, amplitude of mind, And reason in her most exalted mood. (Prelude of 1805.
Book 14.188-192)

Wordsworth is not a visionary poet. Or rather, the visionary moments are explored
within a syntax that constantly questions the val|d|ty of the experience.

Such a ennobling book.Great work, Wordsworth!
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