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The brilliant new novel by the Booker-prize winner John Banville is, quite simply, one
of the greatest novelists writing in the English language today. When Max Morden
returns to the coastal town where he spent a holiday in his youth he is both escaping
from a recent loss and confronting a distant trauma. The Grace family appear that long
ago summer as if from another world. Drawn to the Grace twins, Chloe and Myles, Max
soon finds himself entangled in their lives, which are as seductive as they are
unsettlin%. What ensues will haunt him for the rest of his years and shape everything
that is to follow. John Banville is one of the most sublime writers working in the English
language. Utterly compelling, profoundly moving and illuminating, The Sea is quite
possibly the best thing he has ever written.
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'm conflicted about this book.. Some beautifully written passages, and quite a twist at
the end, but the two parts of the stor (childhood and bereavernent of wife) don't go
together quite well, and everyone's character seemed to be misty, vague, a tad to
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The Sea They departed, the gods, on the day of the strange tide. All morning under a
kayswﬂhevwﬂem|nthebayhadsweHedandswmﬂed rising to unheard-of heights,
the small waves creeping over parched sand that for years had known no wetting
save..
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