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This book lays the foundation for modern studies in historical and descriptive
linguistics.
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Polite formulas, for instance, though often imbued with a certain natural
expressiveness ( as in the case of a Chinese who greets his emperor by bowing down to
the ground nine times), are nonetheless fixed by rule; it is this rule and not the intrinsic
value ofthej;;estures that obliges one to use them.
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1. "Each linguistic term derives its value from its opposition to all the other terms." 2.
"The system is always momentary while values depend above all on an unchangeable
convention" (weak agencies and a strong tolerated contract) 3. "An unconscious or
unintelligent player" (accidental changeg) Question: what are the forces of change? (pp
i
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