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A Jewish family's desperate struggle to escape Nazi Germany, and how it illuminates
the world's tragic abandonment of Europe's Jews during the Holocaust. In this
masterpiece of Holocaust literature, David Clay Large tells the wrenching story of Max
Schohl, a German Jew who, in the midst of the Second World War, could not find a
government that would allow his family to immigrate, despite wealth, education, and
business and family connections. After repeated but fruitless efforts to gain entry first
to the United States and then to Britain, Chile, and Brazil, Max died in Auschwitz and
his wife and daughters were sent to hard labor in Wiesbaden. Much has been written
about the West's unwillingness to attempt the rescue of tens of thousands of European
Jews from the hands of the Nazis; now David Clay Large gives a human face to this
tragedy of bureaucratic inertia and ill will. The youngest daughter of the Schohl family,
today a seventy-four-year-old widow living in Charleston, South Carolina, has opened
her family's records to Large: a unique collection of family letters and other documents
chronicling the experiences of the Schohls and those who tried to bring them to
England and America. From these papers Large has fashioned a gripping and intimate
narrative of one family's efforts to escape the Holocaust in Europe and the inadequate
response from abroad.
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