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The inspiring account of one man’ s campaign to build schools in the most
dangerous, remote, and anti- American reaches of Asia

In 1993 Greg Mortenson was the exhausted survivor of a failed attempt to ascend K2,
an American climbing bum wandering emaciated and lost through Pakistan™ s
Karakoram Himalaya. After he was taken in and nursed back to health by the people of
an impoverished Pakistani village, Mortenson promised to return one day and build
them a school. From that rash, earnest promise grew one of the most incredible
humanitarian campaigns of our time—Greg Mortenson” s one-man mission to
counteract extremism by building schools, especially for girls, throughout the breeding
%jround of the Taliban. Award-winning journalist David Oliver Relin has collaborated on
this spellbinding account of Mortenson” s incredible accomplishments in a region
where Americans are often feared and hated. In pursuit of his goal, Mortenson has
survived kidnapping, fatwas issued by enraged mullahs, repeated death threats, and
wrenching separations from his wife and children. But his success speaks for itself. At
last count, his Central Asia Institute had built fifty-five schools. Three Cups of Tea is at
once an unforgettable adventure and the inspiring true story of how one man really is
changing the world—one school at a time.
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Greg Mortenson is the director of the Central Asia Institute. A resident of Montana, he
spends several months of the year in Pakistan and Afghanistan. David Oliver Relin is a
contributing editor for Parade Magazine and Skiing Magazine. He has won more than
forty national awards for his work as a writer and editor. An AudioFile Earphones Award
winner and Audie Award finalist, Patrick Lawlor is also an accomplished stage actor,
director, and combat choreographer. His recent audio includes the New York Times
bestseller The Last True Story I'll Ever Tell (Tantor). "Lawlor is masterful." —The
Philadelphia Inquirer

H%: Introduction. In Mr. Mortenson's Orbit
Chapter 1. Failure

Chapter 2. The Wrong Side of the River
Chapter 3. "Progress and Perfection”
Chapter 4. Self-Storage

Chapter 5. 580 Letters, One Check
Chapter 6. Rawalpindi's Rooftops at Dusk
Chapter 7. Hard Way Home

Chapter 8. Beaten by the Braldu
Chapter 9. The People Have Spoken
Chapter 10. Building Bridges

Chapter 11. Six Days

Chapter 12. Haji Ali's Lesson

Chapter 13. "A Smile Should Be More Than a Memory"
Chapter 14. Equilibrium

Chapter 15. Mortension in Motion
Chapter 16. Red Velvet Box

Chapter 17. Cherry Trees in the Sand
Chapter 18. Shrouded Figure

Chapter 19. A Village Called New York
Chapter 20. Tea with the Taliban
Chapter 21. Rumsfeld's Shoes
Chapter 22. "The Enemy Is Ignorance"
Chapter 23. Stones into Schools
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