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This acknowledged classic is one of the most important works on nineteenth-century
philosophy and intellectual history, and a philosophical and cultural history of that
century and its impact upon the twentieth. Beginning with an examination of the
relationship between Hegel and Goethe, Lvwith discusses how Hegel's students,
particularly Marx and Kierkegaard, interpreted----or reinterpreted----their master's
thought, and proceeds with an in-depth assessment of the other important
philosophers, from Feuerbach, Stirner, and Schelling to Nietzsche.
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Atragic attempt to tame the tides of his time--the assertion of the absolute will
culminating in grave political aggression (e.g. Heidegger) and the nihilistic temptation
preluding political abdication (e.g. Mann, JUnger). Yet the two pictures of eternity as
seen in Hegel and Goethe cannot possibly coexist, leading often to the latter's decease.
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