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She opened the door of a room on the floor below and took the child over to a bed in
which a woman was lying. It was his mother. She stretched out her arms, and the child
nestled by her side. He did not ask why he had been awakened. The woman kissed his
eyes, and with thin, small hands felt the warm body through his white flannel
nightgown. She pressed the child closer to herself."Are you sleepy, darling?" she said.
Her voice was so weak that it seemed to come already from a great distance. The child
did not answer, but smiled comfortably. He was very happy in the large, warm bed,
with those soft arms about him. He tried to make himself smaller still as he cuddled up
against his mother, and he kissed her sleepily. In a moment he closed his eyes and was
fast asleep. The doctor came forwards and stood by the bedside. "Oh, don't take him
away yet," she moaned.
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The reading through of Maugham’ s Of Human Bondage is quite an odyssey, full of
tumults, jammed with details, and endless. When | finally finished the 628-page novel
(deﬂnitily the longestone |” ve ever finished) yesterday morning | found myself
somewha...
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