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Before his 1959 breakthrough, "Naked Lunch," an unknown William S. Burroughs wrote
"Junk," his first book, a candid, eyewitness account of times and places that are now
long gone. This book brings them vividly to life again; it is an unvarnished field report
from the American postwar underground. For this definitive 50th-anniversary edition,
eminent Burroughs scholar Oliver Harris has painstakingly re-created the author's
original text, word by word, from archival typescripts. Here for the first time are
Burroughs's own unpublished Introduction and an entire omitted chapter, along with
many "lost" passages and auxiliary texts by Allen Ginsberg and others. Harris's
comprehensive Introduction reveals the composition history of "Junk"'s text and
places its contents against a lively historical background.
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He is calm. A calm, poor, well-educated junky. the Beat Generation. with "Junkie: An
Appreciation” by Allen Ginsberg.
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this book tells me basic things about being a drug addiction. Such as the feeling of
without drug. and the amount of junk which junky will take daily.
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Junk s lifestyle: a habit that relinquishes triviality of life, a cloak that hides away the
cruelty of life, and a silent stance against homogeneity and alienation of modern life. It
is a life that was destined to fail and a belief that was fated to decay....
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