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Epicin scale and intimate in approach, White Teeth is an ambitious novel. Genetics,
eugenics, gender, race, class and history are the book's themes but Zadie Smith is
Eifﬁed with the wit and inventiveness to make these weighty ideas seem effortlessly
lgnt.

The story travels through Jamaica, Turkey, Bangladesh and India butends up in a
scrubby North London borough, home of the book's two unlikely heroes: prevaricating
Archie Jones and intemperate Samad Igbal. They met in the Second World War, as part
of a "Buggered Battalion" and have been best friends ever since. Archie marries
beautiful, buck-toothed Clara, who's on the run from her Jehovah's Witness mother,
and they have a daughter, Irie. Samad marries stroppy Alsana and they have twin sons:
"Children with first and last names on a direct collision course. Names that secrete
within them mass exodus, cramped boats and planes, cold arrivals, medical checks."

Big questions demand boldly drawn characters. Zadie Smith's aren't heroic, just real:
warm, funny, misguided and entirely familiar; reading their conversations is like
eavesdropping. A simple scene, Alsana and Clara chattm% about their pregnancies in
the park: "A woman has to have the private things--a husband needn't be involved in
body business, in alady's ... parts.”

Samad's rant about his sons--"They have both lost their way. Strayed so far from what |
had intended for them. No doubt they will both marry white women called Sheila and
put me in an early grave--acutely displays "the immigrant fears--dissolution,
disappearance" but it also gets to the very heart of Samad.

White Teeth is a joy to read. It teems with life and exuberence and has enough
cleverness and irreverent seriousness to give it bite. --Eithne Farry --This text refers to
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Zadie Smith is the author of the novels White Teeth, The Autograph Man, On Beauty,
NW, and Swing Time, as well as two collections of essa{ys, Changing My Mind and Feel
Free. Zadie was elected a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 2002, and was
listed as one of Granta's 20 Best Young British Novelists in 2003 and again in 2013.
White Teeth won multiple literary awards including the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize, the Whitbread First Novel Award and the Guardian First Book Award. On Beauty
was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and won the Orange Prize for Fiction, and NW
was shortlisted for the Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction. Zadie Smith is currently a
tenured professor of fiction at New York University and a Member of the American
Academy of Arts and Letters.
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She wasn’ tsurprised by Joshua’ s metamorphosis. Four months in the life of a
seventeen-year-old is the stuff of swings and roundabouts; Stones fans into Beatles
fand. Tories into Liberal Democrats and back again, vinyl junkies to CD freaks. Never
again in your life do you possess the capacity for such total personality overhaul.

written 10 years ago. still incredibly relevant todaX. prophesy? or simply a problem
never to be solved? will it then resolve on its own’
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a book of both fun and thinking. a bit surreal in the end i think~ quite enjoyed it,though
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Captures the multi-culturalism of London and the clash of values between the first and
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— 2, Smithis funny, witty, very good with words, but not very deep.
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