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This book provides a comprehensive overview of approaches to understanding crime
and criminal behaviour, with a focus on psychological perspectives. A wide range of
different types of criminal behaviour are considered, including juvenile crime, violent
offending, sexual offending, collective violence, drug use, and property and public
disorder offending. For each type of offence a clear overview of key conceptual and
methodological issues is provided along with a detailed consideration of the major
theoretical approaches that have been developed. The book concludes by considering
how our theoretical understanding of crime can inform our responses to criminal
behaviour in terms of punishment, prevention and rehabilitation.
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该书最大的优点是全面覆盖了几乎所有犯罪行为研究的理论，包括进化、社会结构和文
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化、发展、心理、生物、情景理论等，作者用不同理论应用到不同主题上来分析问题，
从少年犯、精神障碍、个体攻击性、群体暴力、性犯罪、违禁药物与毒品，到如何防止
惩戒防止犯罪，虽然本书的理论性太强，所举具体案例相比其它一些同类型教材要少些
，且不如通俗读物那么有趣，但是它却强有力的为我们展示了大量实证研究和数据，以
及各种系统性理解人类行为的科学方法和思想，作为专业入门书值得推荐。
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