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Pnin is a professor of Russian at an American college who takes the wrong train to
deliver a lecture in a language he cannot master. Pnin is a tireless lover who writes to
his treacherous Liza: "A %enius needs to keep so much in store, and thus cannot offer
you the whole of himselfas | do." Pnin is the focal point of subtle academic
conspiracies he cannot begin to comprehend, yet he stages a faculty party to end all
faculty parties forever.
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"The pang of tenderness remained, akin to the vibrating outline of verses you know you
know but cannot recall.”
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a hilarious book in the first place.
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imperfect beings.
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Fven when I tried very hard to keep myself in distance of that part of me as a literature
student, who pedantically discussed the difference between the “pluralis
QﬁajelstaUS and the “pluralis modestiae” in her master thesis, I found myself being
eeply
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