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A New York Review Books Original
“[A] giant of modern Chinese literature” - The New York Times

"With language as sharp as a knife edge, Eileen Chang cut open a huge divide in
Chinese culture, between the classical patriarchy and our troubled modernity. She was
one of the very few able truly to connect that divide, just as her heroines often
disappeared inside it. She is the fallen angel of Chinese literature, and now, with these
excellent new translations, English readers can discover why she is so revered by
Chinese readers everywhere." — Ang Lee

Eileen Chang is one of the great writers of twentieth-century China, where she enjoys a
passionate ollowin%both on the mainland and in Taiwan. At the heart ofChand% S
achievement is her short fiction—tales of love, longing, and the shifting and endlessly
treacherous shoals of family life. Written when Chang was still in her twenties, these
extraordinary stories combine an unsettled, probmg6 utterly contemporary sensibility,
keenly alert to sexual politics and psychological ambiguity, with an intense lyricism
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that echoes the classics of Chinese literature. Love in a Fallen City , the first collection
in English of this dazzling body of work, introduces American readers to the stark and
glamorous vision of a modern master.
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Eileen Chang is one of the great writers of twentieth-century China, where she enjoys a
passionate following both on the mainland and in Taiwan. At the heart of Chang's
achievement is her short fiction—tales of love, longing, and the shifting and endlessly
treacherous shoals of family life.

Written when she was still in her twenties, these extraordinary stories combine an
unsettled, probin%.utterly contemporary sensibilit%, keenly alert to sexual politics and
| a

sychological ambiguity, with an intense lyricism that echoes the classics of Chinese
iterature.
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"I'm not such a fool that I'll pay to marry someone who has no feelings for me, just so
that she can tell me what to do! That's simply too unfair. And it's unfair to you, too.
Well, maybe you don't care. Basically, you think that marriage is long-term prostitution
"Fan Liuyuan” swords revealed the predicament between he and Bai Liusu.
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