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Book Description

Australians will seize on just about any excuse for a celebration, and while you're
visiting this country it only makes sense to follow the light-hearted, self-indulgent lead
of its inhabitants.

The year gets off to a champagne-swilling start when fireworks explode high above
Sydney Harbour on New Year's Eve. The new year is also vigorously celebrated further
south during the Hobart Summer Festival, when Taswegians stuff themselves with
food, wine and song. In late January the streets of Tamworth in NSW are littered with
broken guitarstrmﬁs and broken hearts during its famous Country Music Festival, while
Sydney vamps itsell up in February when the Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras overwhelms
Oxford St with rowdy, colourful glam. The exuberant Adelaide Festival of Arts and its
eccentric sibling, Adelaide Fringe, fill the SA capital with culture and idiosyncratic
performances in March every two years. And in April in Victoria, Melbourne repeatedly
smacks its own funny bone with the outstanding International Comedy Festival. The
outback Queensland town of Longreach droves itself crazy with dust-raising thrills
during the three-day Outback Muster in May. Meanwhile, for sheer quirkiness and
dedication to silliness, the NT's Iong—runnm%Beer Can Regatta in Darwin in July is an
absolute must-see. Indigenous music is the highlight of Stompen Ground, held
September/October in the WA town of Broome.

Golden beaches, baked red deserts and glam-orous cities. An ancient indigenous
history and a young, vibrant culture: welcome to Australia! Stick around, hang out with
us a while. With this bestselling guide to the Land Down Under tucked under one arm,
let us show you why Lonely Planet calls Australia home.

" RELAX and let us take care of it: planning your holiday Down Under has never been so
easy.

* GET AROUND with the help of 193 maps to town and country, beach and mountain -
and everywhere in between.

" TREAT YOURSELF to the best wining and dining that Australia has to offer, served on a
platter by our expert food and drink author.

" MEET THE LOCALS - Bouncing 'roos, half-stoned koalas and sleepy wombats:
Australia's fascinating wildlife is demystified in our full-colour Environment chapter.

" PUT YOUR FEET UP at Australia's best and best-value accommodation, handpicked
by our troupe of roaming authors.

From the Publisher
Who We Are

At Lonely Planet, we see our%ob as inspiring and enabling travellers to connect with
the world for their own benefit and for the benefit of the world at large.

What We Do

" We offer travellers the world's richest travel advice, informed by the collective wisdom



of over 350 Lonely Planet authors living in 37 countries and fluent in 70 languages.

" We are relentless in finding the special, the unique and the different for travellers
wherever they are.

" When we update our guidebooks, we check every listing, in person, every time.

" We always offer the trusted filter for those who are curious, open minded and
independent.

* We challenge our growing community of travellers; leading debate and discussion
about travel and the world.

" We tell it like it is without fear or favor in service of the travellers; not clouded by any
other motive.

What We Believe

We believe that travel leads to a deeper cultural understanding and compassion and
therefore a better world.
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