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Bornin 1876, Natalie Barney -- beautiful, charismatic, brilliant, and wealthy -- was
expected to marry well and lead the conventional life of a privileged society woman.
But Natalie had no interest in marriage and made no secret of the fact that she was
attracted to women. Brought up by a talented and rebellious mother -- the painter
Alice Pike Barney -- Natalie cultivated an interest in poetry and the arts. When she
moved to Paris in the early 1900s, she plunged into the city's literary scene, opening a
famed Left Bank literary salon and engaging in a string of scandalous affairs. For the
rest of her long and controversial life, Natalie Barney was revered by writers for her
generous, eccentric spirit and reviled by high society for her sexual appetite. In the end,
she served as an inspiration and came to know many of the greatest names of
twentieth-century arts and letters -- including Marcel Proust, Colette, Edna St. Vincent
Millay, Isadora Duncan, Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and Truman Capote.
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Suzanne Rodriguez is the author of Found Meals of the Lost Generation, a social histog
of Americans in Paris in the 1920s. Wild Heart: A Life was a 2003 Lambda Literary Awar

finalist for best bio%raphy and a nominee for the 2003 Judy Grahn Nonfiction Award.
Rodriguez lives in the San Francisco Bay Area, where she is at work on her next book.
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