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ThBtextcontansfourtﬂognaphmalporUaNscﬁleadnuiPoHshconﬂposemcﬁtheZOth
century - Andrzej Panufnik (1914-91), Witold Lutoslawski (1913-94), Krzystof Penderecki
(0.1933) and Henryk Gorecki (b.1933) - with contextual considerations of their work.
Fach composer has a different creative approach despite a common national
background. Key elements in that background are Poland's folk and art music; the
Roman Catholic tradition; and the sequence of political regimes - Nazi, Communist
and post-Communist - by which all were affected. For Penderecki and Gorecki (being
of ayounger generation) the music of Panufnik and Lutoslawski is also part of their
shared experience. Against the background of the varied musical styles practised in the
latter half of the 20th century - serialism and its clever incidental results, and on the
other, the use of chance procedures, the "new simplicity" and minimalism - the author
dramatizes the position of these four composers, showing how each rises above the
musical movements with which they are habitually linked. Their individual lives and
careers are also compared and contrasted in a series of "interfaces", and show their
contribution to the revival of modern Polish music. This text is part of the 20th-century
COMPOSErs series, examining composers in a biographical context, and offering a
comprehensive study of key figures in the creation of 20th-century music. None of the
books in the series presume a knowledge of specialized terms or musical notation.
Fach book in the series features a list of works, a bibliography, and a discography.
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