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In the 250 years between 250 and 500 C.E., Rome found itself transformed from a
mighty global empire into a limited collection of Germanic kingdoms. The aspiration
exhibited in these kingdoms (as well as in Constantinople and later in the person of
Charlemagne) to recreate and reclaim the glory of the Roman Empire persists to this
day, and an examination of this time is critical to anyone interested in politics or
history. James Ermatinger's multifaceted account allows the reader a unique
opportunity to view through various lenses the many and complex elements that
contributed to the demise of this once-vast empire, investigating, among other things:
the general religious and political issues of the age, the cultural and economic climate,
the nature of the imperial household, and the role of the Germanic invaders. In so
doing, he paints a vivid picture of a dying dream. This volume is ideal for use in the
classroom, as well as for use in school and public libraries.
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