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Robert E. Howard turned to writing comic and dialect Western tales only late in his
career, but he found an immediate and continuously successful market for them, and
they are in many respects his most accomplished and polished works. The sixteen
tales collected here are some of the best of his stories, featuring Breckinridge Elkins,
Pike Bearfield, and Buckner J. Grimes-three inimitable characters who lead
well-intentioned lives of perpetual confusion, mischance, and outright catastrophe.
Fifteen of the stories were published between 1934 and 1937 in Action Stories, Argosy,
or Cowboy Stories; the other remained unpublished for more than thirty years. Many of
these stories were rewritten for book publication and have never been reprinted in
their original form. They are reminiscent of traditional southwestern tall tales, told in
dialect, featuring larger-than-life characters, swift action, broad satire, and wry humor. 

Robert E. Howard (1906-36) lived and wrote in Cross Plains, Texas. From 1924 until his
death, he sold hundreds of stories to pulp-fiction magazines such as Weird Tales,
Argosy, Action Stories, Fight Stories, and Cowboy Stories. As a twentieth-century
American master of fantastic adventure, he rivals Edgar Rice Burroughs. 

David Gentzel is a noted Howard scholar and collector, specializing in the humorous
Western stories. He is the editor of Busted Ribs and Broken English and a textual
consultant for the Wandering Star editions.
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