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“Read, read, read. Read everything—trash, classics, good and bad, and see how they
doit. Just like a carpenter who works as an apprentlce and studies the master. Read!
You' llabsorb it. Then write. If itis good, you’ Ilfind out. If it" s not, throw it out the
window.” —William Faulkner

Absalom, Absalom!is Faulkner’ s epic tale of Thomas Sutpen, an enigmatic stranger

who comes to Jefferson, Mississippi, in the early 1830s to wrest his mansion out of the

muddy bottoms of the north Mississippi wilderness. He was a man, Faulkner said,
“who wanted sons and the sons destroyed him.”
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“An academic Hamlet” | “the murmuring of tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow
beyond the immediate fury Before Garcia Marquez, before Morrison, Faulkner
already had it. The curse of the South. The fatalistic fall. So brilliant.
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