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These two sensitive and highly contemporary novels, about the inexplicable nature of
human relationships, center around Jane Somers, ostensibly their author, a
handsome, fashionable middle-aged woman, the editor of a successful woman's
magazine. Since the death of her husband - with whom she seldom had any serious
communication and for whom she hardly grieved - she has felt emotionally
cﬁsconnected.By<jwance,nwthelocalpharnwacy,sherneetshﬂaucﬁe,askﬂwny,taﬁered,
dirty scrap of humanity in her eighties, possessed of a fierce and indomitable pride.
The Diary of a Good Neighbour is the story of the extraordinary friendship that
develops between the two and the transforming effect it has on both. If the Old Could...
continues the stor ofJanevvhencﬁherchan%esonceagawwdhﬂocaheherh&eandshe
most improbably falls in love with a man she literally meets on the street. The
realization of the voice and the very essence of Jane is one of the author's considerable
achievements.
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