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Debauched aristocrat, cabaret painter or accidental dwarf: Julia Frey's definitive
biography uses meticulous research to strip away the myth of Toulouse-Lautrec and
reveal for the first time the tortured man beneath. 'The book deals seriously and
sensitively with Lautrec's progress as an artist, his academic training and the
audacious use he put it to. Equally, readers in search of the ooh-la-la side of Paris
during the Belle Epoque won't feel short-changed. Almost everyone from Manet to the
young Picasso crosses the stage. It is of course a tragic story, but a triumphant one
also' George Melly, Mail on Sunday 
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