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From School Library Journal Grade 9 & Up--The volatile world of male adolescence
provides the backdrop for John Knowles' engrossing tale of love, hate, war, and
peace. Sharing a room at Devon, an exclusive New England prep school, in the
summer prior to World Warll, Gene and Phineas form a complex bond of friendship
that draws out both the best and worst characteristics of each boy and leads
ultimately to violence, aconfession, and the betrayal of trust. Narrator Scott
Snively's ability to switch seamlessly from the perspective of a teenager tormented by
feelings he doesn't want to understand to the reflective musing of a man looking back
at the Tormative experience of his youth provide both the story and the setting with an
immediacy that quickly engages listeners. Not only does Snively give a distinctive voice
to each of the main characters, he also delineates the mannerisms and personalities
of the other boys and the teachers surrounding them. Intense, mesmerizing, and
compelling, this rendition of a classic comm%—of—age tale belongs in all public library
collections, and will be especially helpful to high school students as an
accompaniment to the written text.Cindy Lombardo, Orrville Public Library,
OHCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Audio
CD edition. From AudioFile Scott Snively tackles Knowles's famous novel about
rivalries and relationships at the fictional Devon School, a prep school for boys,
during WWII. The story is told from the Fomt of view of Gene, a man looking back on
his last year at Devon. Like Gene himself, Snively's narration is sometimes wistful,
sometimes regretful, sometimes hesitant. Most of the performance is subdued,

with subtle distinctions in the voices of the major characters. Snively does an excellent
job conveying emotions in scenes of conflict. He ably conveys anger and sadness with
changes in pitch and a few well-placed shouts in a way that sounds genuine, never
forced. Thisis an excellent treatment of a modern classic. A.F. &copy; AudioFile 2002,
Portland, Maine-- Copyright &#169; AudioFile, Portland, Maine--This text refers to
the Audio CD edition. See all Editorial Reviews
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"Atvarious times in the novel, Gene is highly competitive,selfish,insecure,and
combative.On other occasions,he is courageous,mature,and dependable.”
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Everything is so familiar. And, could Gene finally face it?
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"A separate Peace" is an illusion and irony. The truth is, the posion of the craze for war
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