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Brian Hanson examines how the authority of architects was created within the
changing working practices of eighteenth and nineteenth century British architecture.
Incorporating new methods, he compares diverse figures, such as Chambers, Soane,
Barry, Pugin, Scott, and Street, and provides a new context for Ruskin's arguments
about "The Nature of Gothic." He demonstrates how Ruskin is closer to the classical
tradition represented by Chambers than the Arts and Crafts Movement of Webb and
Morris, which he supposedly inspired.
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