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Rembrandt - Caravaggio highlights the two geniuses of baroque painting: Rembrandt,
the preeminent artist of the Dutch Golden Age, and his Italian counterpart
Michelangelo Merisi (also known as Il Caravag%o). Both artists are considered
revolutionary innovators in Northern and Southern European art, respectively. With
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their origins in different painting traditions, each developed an original and striking
visual language. The juxtaposition in pairs of paintings by the two artists intensifies the
comparison of their work.

Although they never met - Caravaggio (1571-1610) died four years after the birth of
Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669) - many parallels can be drawn between the two
master painters and their oeuvres. This is the first publication to comprehensively
compare the works of Rembrandt with those of Caravaggio. Exploring the use of
contrasting colors and chiaroscuro, both artists achieved unexpected realistic detail.
The stories conveyed in their paintings benefited from their innovative approaches to
expressing emotional intensity. Caravaggio pioneered the use of intense light-dark
contrast to heighten the drama of his paintings. Benefiting from Caravaggio's
ingenious use of light, Rembrandt developed his own use of light and shadow to
underscore the inner emotions of the individuals he depicted.

Unsettling to their contemporaries, the realism of the works of Rembrandt and
Caravaggio remains exceptionally compelling to this day. Both painters scrutinized
humanity in their own way, amplifying the power and enigmatic qualities of major
human themes, such as love, religion, sexuality and violence. Rembrandt and
Caralwéj/aggio changed not only the course of painting, but also our perception of the
world.
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