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Why do we work so hard at our jobs, day after day? Why is a job well done important to
us? We know there is more to a career than money and prestige, but what exactly do
we mean by "fulfillment"? These are old but important questions. They belong with
some newly discovered ones: Why are people in business more religious than the
population as a whole? What do people of business know, and what do they do, that
anchors their faith? In this ground-breaking and inspiring book, Michael Novak ties
together these crucial questions by explaining the meaning of work as a vocation. Work
should be more than just a job -- it should be a calling.

This book explains an important part of our lives in a new way, and readers will
instantly recognize themselves in its pages. A larger proportion than ever before of the
world's Christians, Jews, and other peoples of faith are spending their working lives in
business. Business is a profession worthy of a person's highest ideals and aspirations,
fraught with moral possibilities both of great good and of great evil. Novak takes on
agonizing problems, such as downsizing, the tradeoffs that must sometimes be faced
between profits and human rights, and the pitfalls of philanthropy. He also examines
the daily questions of how an honest day's work contributes to the good of many
people, both close at hand and far away. Our work connects us with one another. It
also makes possible the universal advance out of poverty, and it is an essential
prerequisite of democracy and the institutions of civil society.

This book is a spiritual feast, for everyone who wants to examine how to make a life
through making a living.
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