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An introduction to and explanation of a wide range of specific evaluation strategies
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used by classroom teachers to arrive at grades for children's writing, giving explicit
instructions for implementing them. Samples of student writing accompany the
instructions to illustrate the techniques, and an appendix of additional student writing
is provided to allow readers to practice particular evaluation strategies. More than just
a catalogue of grading options, however, this is a handbook with a point of view. Its
purpose is to help teachers become intentional about their grading practices. Along
with recipes for grading techniques, it offers a philosophy of evaluating student writing
that encourages teachers to put grading into a communication context and to make
choices among the many options available by determining the instructional purpose
of the assignment and considering the advantages and disadvantages of particular
grading strategies. Specific grading techniques are integrated with suggestions about
the craft of evaluation - guidelines for instructional objectives, for student audience
analysis, and for teacher self-analysis that help define communication contexts. This
second edition includes: a new chapter on state standards and assessments; a
re-organization of the chapter on approaches to grading; additions to the chapter on
management systems; additions to the chapter on teaching yourself to grade;
additions to the annotated bibliography; and updated references throughout the text.
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