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A National Book Critics Circle Award FinalistA New York Times Editors' ChoiceA
Pulishers Weekly Best Book of the YearBirds of America is a stunning collection of
twelve stories by Lorrie Moore, one of our finest authors at work today. With her
characteristic wit and piercing intelligence she unfolds a series of portraits of the lost
and unsettled of America, and with a trademark humor that fuels each story with
pathos and understanding.
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Lorrie Moore was born in Glens Falls, New York in 1957. She attended St. Lawrence
University in Canton, New York, where she tutored on an Indian reservation, and was
editor of the university literary magazine and, at age 19, won Seventeen Magazine’ s
Fiction Contest. After graduating summa cum laude, she worked in New York for two
years before going on to received a Masters in Fine Arts from Cornell University.

Over the course of the last two decades Lorrie Moore has earned a place among the
finest writers in this country by exploring the lives of modern women and men, many of
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them in the Midwest, as they confront the often absurd indignities of ordinary life, most
particularly the quest for love and companionship. Her short stories have charted this
territory with unfailing intelligence, an almost miraculous wit, and remarkable depth of
feeling. Her prose is at once supple and sharp, hilarious and heartrending, and it has
come to constitute an unmistakable prose style all her own. Like all great writers, she
has managed to bring the ﬁathos of her characters down into the very grammar of her
sentences, and as a result her mature work has a generous, open, pellucid quality and
a wonderful unexpectedness. It is the work of a writer who has mastered her art. Lorrie
I\/I\oore’ s stories are gifts, for her hard won, no doubt, but for her readers, pure
pleasure.

She has been a Professor at the University of Wisconsin since 1984, where she is
currently Delmore Schwartz Professor in the Humanities.

Her most recent, A Gate at the Stairs, was published in September, 2009. It was a New
York Times bestseller, and was named by the publication one of the year's best books.
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| don't think I truly understood everything she wanted to say in the stories and their
connections with the title of the book, but | see them as a hard portait of the American
life in the 90s, where indifferent people gather together to care for different things, and
life goes on or ends without warning.
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