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The Yacoubian Building holds all that Egypt was and has become over the 75 years
since its namesake was built on one of downtown Cairo's main boulevards. From the
pious son of the building's doorkeeper and the raucous, impoverished squatters on its
roof, via the tattered aristocrat and the gay intellectual in its apartments, to the
ruthless businessman whose stores occupy its ground floor, each sharply etched
character embodies a facet of modern Egypt -- where political corruption, ill-gotten
wealth, and religious hypocrisy are natural allies, where the arrogance and
defensiveness of the powerful find expression in the exploitation of the weak, where
youthful idealism can turn quickly to extremism, and where an older, less violent vision
of society may yet prevail.Alaa Al Aswany's novel caused an unprecedented stir when it
was first published in 2002 and has remained the world's best selling novel in the
Arabic language since.

作者介绍: 

亞拉．阿斯萬尼Alaa Al Aswany

1957年生於埃及，目前在開羅市中心擔任執業牙醫，《亞庫班公寓》是阿斯萬尼的第
一本小說，2002年出版以來全球銷量超越100萬冊，作者因為本書躋身阿拉伯世界最暢
銷作家之列，受邀至各地參加無數的書展和演講。

「亞庫班公寓」真實存在於開羅市中心，它也是阿斯萬尼第一間開業診所所在地，本書
可謂一本極具寫實色彩的「地方小說」，人物和所處地方有著十分緊密的連動關係。阿
斯萬尼從瞥見美國大使館某一棟破舊房屋的縱切面，以及尋找診所地點的經驗中得到繆
斯，認為這些建築物表徵了開羅某一段年代，當時候的埃及人表現出開放與兼容並包的
精神，一直到八０年代政權易主為止。

在埃及，阿斯萬尼是繼諾貝爾文學獎馬福茲（Naguib Mahfouz,
1911-2006）之後最受歡迎的作家。他喜愛接觸人群，開業的牙醫診所恰恰滋養了他的
創作。他說：「文學是一種表述人性之愛的形式。」而且，「當人們牙疼的時候，需要
的是一位牙醫，而不是作家。」

2007年阿斯萬尼第二本小說《芝加哥》阿拉伯、英、法語版先後出版，成為他第二本
暢銷書。每天看診之餘，他在音樂的陪伴下花三個小時寫作，他只聆聽Edith
Piaf（法國）和Oum Kalthoum（埃及）兩位女歌手的歌曲。
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很不错的阿拉伯当代小说，查，似无简体中文版，若国内出版社有意引进，我愿做翻译
工作。依我之见，现代埃及正是现代中国，相互对照更能产生共鸣
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书评

媒体说阿斯瓦尼是马哈福兹之后埃及最著名的作家，但是马哈福兹笔下的埃及是殖民时
期的埃及，也是众多知识分子怀念的逝去的、传统的埃及。阿斯瓦尼下笔就毫不留情了
，他写亚库班公寓里形形色色的人物，细致入微，不动声色，但读后回味，字里行间有
抹不去淡淡的酸楚。我想，他对...  
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Just who is the Arab world listen to? Not only the radical sheikhs and militant
politicians.The man whose voice has captivated the Arab public is a Cairo dentist by
day and a novelist by dawn.Al Aswany's novel The Yacoubian Building is a
phenomenon.The nove...  
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