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Alexis de Tocqueville was among the first foreigners to recognize and trumpet the
grandness of the American project. His two-volume classic, Democracy in America ,
published in 1835, not only offered a vivid account of what was then a new nation but
famously predicted what that nation would become. His startling prescience, as well as
the endurance of his political ideas, has firmly established Tocqueville's place in
American history; his chronicle of our infancy is a fixture on every American history
syllabus. Nearly all of his clairvoyant predictions about American political life, from the
influence of Evangelical Christianity to the advent of our "consumer society," have
come true—and on the schedule he set. Yet in his own time, Tocqueville had little
evidence for the truth of his ideas. Introspective, sickly, prone to self-doubt, he was an
unlikely visionary. Joseph Epstein, America's most versatile essayist, proves an ideal
guide to his predecessor. In wry, elegant prose, he engages Tocqueville's intellectual
contributions, illuminates the development of his thought, and provides a referendum
on his various prophecies. (His record was far from perfect—he thought the federal
government would wither away as the states rose in power.) Alexis de Tocqueville:
Democracy's Guide is an altogether human portrait of the Frenchman who would
become an American icon.

作者介绍: 

约瑟夫•艾普斯坦（Joseph
Epstein），美国作家、文化批评家，西北大学文学教授，《美国学者》杂志资深编辑
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书评》年度畅销图书《势利：当代美国上流社会解读》等。
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书评

很庆幸能够在这个年纪读到《托克维尔传》。这真是一本好书。
说实话，在读这本书之前，我并不知道托克维尔是谁。请原谅我的无知。但当我读了这
本书后，我开始了解了托克维尔，他的贡献，以及他的著名的《论美国民主》和《旧制
度与大革命》、《回忆录》。他是先驱，政治家，思...  

-----------------------------
从“身份的平等自由”到“政治的民主” ——读约瑟夫·艾普斯坦《托克维尔传》随笔
托克维尔，是法国伟大的政治家、历史学家，跨越时代的民主领路人。作为“最后的贵
族”阶层，托克维尔有别于一般的政客（或政治家），他的《旧制度与大革命》正是一
个既得利益者对社会变革的冷...  
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