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The Web application infrastructure ASP.NET, introduced as part of version 1.0 of the
Microsoft .NET Framework, provides the thin-client counterpart to Microsoft Windows®
client development. With dramatic improvements in performance, productivity, and
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security features, Microsoft Visual Studio® 2005 and ASP.NET 2.0 deliver a simplified,
high-performance, and powerful Web development experience. ASP.NET 2.0 features a
new set of controls and infrastructure that simplify Web-based data access and include
functionality that facilitates code reuse, visual consistency, and aesthetic appeal. Now
you can teach yourself the essentials of working with ASP.NET 2.0 in the Visual Studio
environment&#151;one step at a time. With STEP BY STEP, you work at your own pace
through hands-on, learn-by-doing exercises. Whether you're a beginning programmer
or new to this version of the technology, you'll understand the core capabilities and
fundamental techniques for ASP.NET 2.0. Each chapter puts you to work, showing you
how, when, and why to use specific features of the ASP.NET 2.0 rapid application
development environment and guiding you as you create actual components and
working applications for the Web, including advanced features such as
personalization.
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